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SCHEDULE
LENT 

Upcoming Lenten Service & Lunch
We're excited to bring back mid-day
services this year! Join us for worship
Wednesdays at 11:30 am followed by
lunch. If you prefer a smaller group
setting or attending during daylight
hours, we encourage you to join us!

Important Reminder
Lunch after the Lenten services is on
Wednesdays, March 5-April 9. Three
crock pots of soup and dessert are

needed, as well as help setting up and
clean up. If you can help in any way,
please sign up on the purple poster

located in the Fellowship Hall.
Questions? Call Julie Booth at 612-865-

1046

Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie
the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke?

ASH WEDNESDAY
Join us for a meaningful Ash

Wednesday service on March 5. We
will mark the beginning of the
Lenten season with worship,

reflection, & fellowship. The day will
include a 11:30 am worship service
followed by lunch, as well as a 5:30
pm dinner followed by a 6:00 pm
worship service in the sanctuary. 

Lenten Dinner & Service
We hope you are able to join us

this Lenten Season on
Wednesday’s from  March 5-April 9
for dinner at 5:30 pm followed by

worship at 6:00 pm 

Ash Wednesday: Wednesday, March 5
at 11:30 am and 6:00 pm 
Lenten Worship & Lunches: March 5-April 9
worship at 11:30 am and lunch at noon 
Lenten Dinners & Worship: March 5-April 9
dinner at 5:30 pm and worship at 6:00 pm
Holy Week: Sunday, April 13-Sunday, April 20
Palm Sunday: Sunday, April 13th at 9:00 am
Easter Egg Hunt: Sunday, April 13 at 10:15 am 
Maundy Thursday: Thursday, April 17 
at 11:30 am & 6:00 pm 
Good Friday: Friday, April 18 
at 11:30 am & 6:00 pm
Easter Sunday: Sunday, April 20 at 9:00 am 

Isaiah 58:6 
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Dear Church,

It is March which means that Spring is right around the corner! It also
means that we have officially entered into our season of Lent. Lent is a
period of time in the Christian church when we prepare our hearts for
Easter and echoes the time that Jesus spent fasting and praying in the
wilderness as he endured temptation by Satan. Just a fun fact, it is also
my favorite liturgical season of the year because wandering in the
wilderness is something that we all can relate to and have (most likely)
all gone through at one point or another. Whether it be the death of a
loved one, an illness, or maybe just the curveballs of life I think that we
all know what it feels like to feel a little lost sometimes. 

This year as you enter into the season of Lent I hope that you will take
the time to think about what it means to dwell in the wilderness. Are
you someone who is wandering in a wilderness of the soul? Maybe you
are lonely, aching, or tired and no matter what you do your heart still
feels empty. Are you wandering in the wilderness of the world? Maybe
you feel burdened and confused by the amount of love, joy, pain, and
suffering that is all constantly happening at once with no “pause”
button.  Are you someone who has just left the wilderness and are in
need of respite because of what you have just conquered? If so, that is
important to recognize too. 

No matter where you are I hope that you will remember that the
wilderness is not a “bad” place to be in. As a matter of fact, it is exactly
where we need to be. 

May we join hand in hand, and journey through the wilderness. 

Blessings of Peace, 

Pastor Joy 

Wandering in the Wilderness
BY PASTOR JOY KNOPPEL 
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 As a deer
longs for
flowing
streams, so my
soul longs for
you, O God.
My soul thirsts
for God, for
the living God.
When shall I
come and
behold the
face of God?
My tears have
been my food
day and night,
while people
say to me
continually,
“Where is your
God?”
 (Psalm 42:1-3)

 



March Readings:
March 2: Exodus 34:29-35, Psalm 99,
2 Corinthians 3:12—4:2, Luke 9:28-36 [37-43a]
March 9: Chapter 27, Matthew 5:1-16
March 16: Chapter 28, Matthew 5:17-48
March 23: Chapter 29, Matthew 6:1-18
March 30: Chapter 30, Matthew 6:25-34

Each episode is crafted to deepen your understanding of faith with accessible theology tailored for
daily life. Click on the QR code to add the Altar Echo Text Study Podcast to your listening rotation
and embark on a journey of spiritual growth! 

Jonah Text Study
Tuesday, Feb. 04, 2025
Join us for a conversation on the book of Jonah, and God's response to our lack of cooperation. 

Matthew 16 Peter & The Keys Text Study
Thursday, Feb. 13, 2025
Join Pastors Jon, Joy, & Kim for a text study convo on Matthew 16:13-28, for Jesus' conversation with
Peter, with his gifts, his flaws and everything between. 

Luke 6:27-38 - Love for Enemies and Judging Others Text Study
Tuesday, Feb. 18, 2025
Join Pastors Joy & Nathan for a text study convo on Luke 6:27-38, as they examine some of the most
challenging teachings Jesus asks of his followers.

Community Life at Christiania
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 Easter Flowers

Each week will be guided by
McLaren’s readings in our

traditional worship setting. On
Wednesdays, we will gather

around tables for conversation,
questions, and Midweek Dinner

Church. 

"We Make The Road By Walking"
Congregational Year-Long Book Reflection

 
Are you looking for an engaging podcast that delves deep into
scripture? Check out the Altar Echo Text Study Podcast! Listen in as
Pastors Jon Rhodes and Joy Knoppel from Christiania, and Pastors Kim
Kyllo and Nathan Lyke from St. John's Lutheran Church provide deep
and insightful Bible studies. 

Altar Echo Weekly Podcast 

Order Easter Flowers in Memory/Honor of Your Loved Ones!
Order forms are available at the Welcome Desk. The final day to place your order is Sunday,
March 30th, 2025. Flower options and prices: Easter Lily (White) - $13.00, Azalea (Pink) - $26.00,
Tulips (Yellow, Pink, Orange, or Purple) - $13.00, Hydrangea (Blue) - $30.00. Please complete
the order form at church or call the church office. Be sure to indicate whether you are picking
up the flowers or donating them. Checks should be made payable to Christiania Lutheran
Church and submitted to the office or to Joan Eckdahl as soon as possible. The flowers will be
displayed in the sanctuary on Easter morning and may be taken home after the last service for
you to enjoy or replant. For questions, please contact Joan Eckdahl or Coleen in the office.

https://fastfriar.podbean.com/e/jonah-text-study/
https://fastfriar.podbean.com/e/luke-627-38-love-for-enemies-and-judging-others-text-study/


Lent is often seen as a season of sacrifice, but it can also be a time for embracing new practices.
Consider taking on a meaningful challenge — perhaps 40 days of letter writing, performing 40 acts
of kindness, or making 40 phone calls to the important people in your life. Choose something that
will enrich both your life and the lives of others. Each day, dedicate time to this practice, and after
completing it, pause to meditate and reflect on what God may be calling you to do, both now and in
the future. Use this time to identify any habits that have held you back from becoming the person
God is calling you to be, and focus on the transformative actions you're undertaking.
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Community Life at Christiania

The Women’s Lunch Bunch will meet
on Tuesday, March 11th at 11:30am
at  Legends Golf Club in Prior Lake.
Please RSVP by March 7. If you have
questions call Carol Garant at 651-341-
5593 or Chris Fausch at 515-229-8329

The March Singles Dinner is on
Tuesday March 18th at 5:30pm
at Barley and Vine in Lakeville.
All single adults are welcome!
For questions, please contact
Sharon Buckley or Alicia Ensey.

Women’s Lunch Bunch Singles Dinner 

New Insert DeadlineFaith & Funerals Planning Program
Join us for a lunch n’ learn event: Faith & Funerals
Planning Program on Thursday, March 20th 11:30 am
at church. Bierman, Benson, & Langehough Funeral
Home & Crematory will be leading the session.
Lunch will be provided by the funeral home. 
We hope to see you there!

The deadline for announcement inserts has now
changed from Wednesday to Tuesday. We are
doing this so we can accommodate folding on
Wednesday nights with our volunteers. Please
make sure that you now have your submissions
in by Tuesday! 

CLC Community: Lent Challenge  

Congratulations to Scottlyn Blohm and the Blohm Family!
On February 16, 2025, Scottlyn Blohm was baptized, and
her parents, Blake and Emily Blohm, renewed their
baptism and became members of Christiania Lutheran
Church. Thank you to Julie & Jon Oney for sponsoring
Emily & Blake Blohm in their affirmation and Sophia
Masica & Bryce Blohm for being the sponsors for Scottlyn.

Baptisms at CLC

Congratulations to Griffin Hullett! Child of Tasha & Derek
Hullett. Sponsors: Jeremy Hullett & Shannon Vesledahl
On February 9, 2025, Griffin Hullett was baptized. May he
be blessed in his faith journey. 

Congratulations to Nancy & Norm Jensen!
Congratulations to Julie and Jon Oney!
On January 26, 2025, Nancy & Norm Jensen 
as well as Julie & Jon Oney affirmed their
baptisms. 



General: Every Tuesday: 8:00 AM - Zoom
General: Every Thursday: 10:00 AM - Zoom
Women’s Bible Study: 2nd & 4th Tuesday 9:30 AM
Men’s Bible Study: 2X Monthly Saturday 8:00 AM- Zoom

Wednesday Meals Needed
Are you willing to help out?
We’re looking for volunteers to bring dishes to share for our
Wednesday Night Dinner! Whether it’s soup, a fresh salad, or a
tasty side, your contribution is appreciated! 
Thank you for being part of this amazing community and making
this ministry possible! 

Community Life at Christiania

February
Sunday Worship 

Attendance

We’re looking for volunteers to serve on Sunday mornings in a variety of ways. No experience is
necessary! We are looking for: Greeters, Video Operators, and Communion Assistants. To sign
up, visit our website and click on “How Do I.”  Then click on “Serve.” You will see the links to sign up.

A big thank you to everyone who helped
make sandwiches for Project Sandwich
on Mission Sunday! The food was
delivered to The Salvation Army 
Harbor Light Center, Minneapolis.

Sunday Bakers & Bars Needed
In addition to doughnuts we would like to
include serving  bars during our Sunday
morning coffee hour. If you would like to
donate a pan or two of bars or would like to
help  serve coffee on Sunday mornings,  just
drop your name on the board in the
Fellowship Area.  Thanks a latte!

Sunday Morning Volunteer Opportunities

6Online data is calculated by counting the number of views live and over a 7-day period then doubling it.

February 2, 2025:   In-Person 126    Online: 66
February 9, 2025:  In-Person 154    Online: 74
February 16, 2025:  In-Person 133   Online: 100
February 23, 2025:  In-Person 138 Online N/A

Bible Studies at Christiania



3rd Grade First Communion Class
On Sunday, March 9th 3rd Grade First Communion
Class will be during Sunday School. The make-up
class will occur on Sunday, March 30 at 10:15 am.
Please note that there will be no Sunday School on
Sunday, March 30, due to spring break.

 CYF Youth Plant Sale kicks off on February 17 March
31! Ordering is done at Gertensfundraising.com using
ID #: 508. Funds are used to help our kids attend
camp, summer mission trips, and other retreats
throughout the year. Pick-up of orders will be on May
9 and 10, with times to be announced.
 

Christiania Children, Youth, & Family Ministries
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CYF YouthCYF Youth
SummerSummer

Mission TripMission Trip

Sunday School at
10:15 am during
Coffee Hour. All
children (Preschool
thru 5th Grade)
are welcome.

Confirmation meets on Wednesdays
at 6:30 pm. Students are part of our
Dinner Church Worship and break off
afterwards with Pastor Joy for a lesson.
High School meets at 6:30 PM on
Wednesdays.

REMINDERSREMINDERS

March Lock-In 
Join us for an exciting night! The CYF Lock-In will be on March 28-
29! We’ll kick off the night at 7:00 PM at the church before
heading to Sky Zone for an unforgettable time of fun, fellowship,
and adventure. The cost per person is $30.00, and you must RSVP
by March 16 to secure your spot. 

CYF Youth Plant Sale

Summer Camp 
Camp Onomia: Early bird registration 
discounts end March 15th!

Bingo Prizes
We would greatly appreciate any donations of bingo prizes at our
upcoming Brats, Burgers, and Bingo event! If you’re able to
contribute, we welcome new or like-new items, gift cards, and
other fun prizes. Your generosity helps make this event even
more exciting for everyone. Thank you for consideration!



 Welcome Blohm Family 

Pastor Joy & the
kids! 

CYF
V-Day 
Cookie Fun

Christiania Children, Youth, & Family Ministries
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Christiania Children, Youth, & Family Ministries
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Attention Thrivent Members: Take
Action Today!
Time is running out! Your Choice
Dollars® must be directed by
March 31. Remember, this needs
to be done each year—previous
designations do not carry over.
As an eligible Thrivent member,
you have the opportunity to make
a difference by recommending
where Thrivent distributes a
portion of its charitable funding.
Eligibility is based on factors like
insurance premiums, contract
values, and volunteer leadership.
Through the Thrivent Choice®
program, you can support the
causes and nonprofits that matter
most to you. With over 40,000
churches and organizations
enrolled—and growing—you can
direct your Choice Dollars to
Christiania or another charity of
your choice. Plus, Thrivent
welcomes recommendations for
new charitable organizations to
receive support.
Ready to direct your Choice
Dollars?

Online: Visit Thrivent’s website
By Phone: Call 800-847-4836
(Have your member ID ready—
it’s on your Thrivent
documents and year-end
statements.)

Don’t miss this chance to make an
impact! Direct your Choice Dollars
before the March 31 deadline.

Christiania Partners 
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Blood Drive at CLC: 
March 4 ,2025

1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
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Christiania has many
ministry partners! We
want to feature our
partners and the
ministry we share in
together.

 

Our partners include:

Saint Paul Area Synod

Urban Ventures

Evangelical Lutheran
Church of America 

Evangelical
Lutheran Church in 
Ihemi, Tanzania

Northfield Retirement
Community

Lutheran Social Service

Camp Onomia

Local Food Shelves

Christiania Partners 
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March Food Shelf
“Meat” me in spring!
We are collecting a variety of  proteins
like canned chicken, tuna, and other
canned meats. Donations can be placed
in the baskets at the front entrance. 
Thank you for your contributions! 

ECOFAITH SUMMIT OF THE UPPER
MIDWEST: APRIL 5,2025



Prayer List
Let us hold those on our list in prayer. 

For Those in Our Congregation: 
Lyle Kuehn
Lynn Dale 

Mark Rogers
Melanie Kubischta 

Sabrina Hurrle 

Jack Osten 
Jeff Otto

Karen Erickson 
Ken Beske 
Ken Maxa  

 
 

Brian Tonsager
Dennis Haukoos  

Eunice Estrem 
Eunice Ott 

George Silverness
Others: 

Betty Jacques 
sister of Leroy Anderson 

Cheryl Stewart
sister of Becky Ruen

Ben Borchers
friend of Ava Stiehl

Brian Strese
brother of Jeff Strese

Cory Paulson 
friend of Lori & Mark Rogers

Stephanie Hoelscher 
mother of Tia Burnham
Jon & Caycee Ameter 

friend of Mark & Lori Rogers
 Bonnie Heins

sister of Karen Frame
Kathy McCarthy

 mother of Rachel Fausch
Dick Durgin

grandfather of Dr. Matt 
Beth Syverson 

married to Sharon Syverson’s 
grandson, Jordan

John Honermann
brother of Margaret McNab

Mark Dorn
 friend of the congregation

Jerry Bolton
son of Gladys Bolton
Mary Laschinger

mother of Tom Laschinger
Joe Deutsch

nephew of Doug & Phyllis Hullett
Eric Holmgren

son of Lucy Hurrle
Ray Buechele

father of Brian Buechele

Noah Passmore
friend of Ron & Mary

Ovans
Dale Jahr

cousin of Lori Clausen 
Mike Dornack 

brother of Linda Dornack
Kim Bazer 

sister of Bill Keyser Family & friends of David
Elvestad as they grieve his

death. 
Family & friends of Wally

Murto as they grieve his death.
Family & friends of Daniel

Gauer as they grieve his death. 
Family & friends of David

Rokke as they grieve his death. 
  

In the Military:
Nick

nephew of Don, John & Mariann Storlie
Rachel Estrem

serving in the National Guard
Courtney Johnston

niece of Denise Kanfield
Andrew Johnston

nephew of Denise Kanfield
Matthew Johnston

nephew of Denise Kanfield
Brenden Rogers

nephew of Mark & Lori Rogers
Josh Dennehey

son of John Dennehey

Christian Weidling
nephew of Sherri & Mike Mohn

Max Baker
grandson of Sandy Cross

Sandy Cross 
Sharon Syverson 
Sheralyn Landon 

Sharon Thompson 
Susie Stiehl

For Those Who Mourn:
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In Loving Memory

13

David Rokke

Daniel Gauer
Daniel Steven Gauer, age 76, passed away
unexpectedly on January 8, 2025 in Chandler, AZ.
Service will be held at 11:00 AM on Thursday,
April 24th, 2025 at Christiania Lutheran Church,
visitation one hour prior to service. 

David Rokke, age 94 of Savage, passed away
Monday evening, February 10, 2025, at Savage
Senior Living at Fen Pointe. The funeral service
was held on Monday, February 17, 2025 at
Christiania Lutheran Church.

Wallace (Wally) Murto

Wallace "Wally" Murto passed away on February
7, 2025. A celebration of Wally's life will be held
on Saturday, April 26, 2025 at 1:00pm at
Christiania Lutheran Church.



March 2025 Calendar
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Tuesday, March 18, 2025
8:00 am Bible Study

10:00 am Staff Meeting
Noon: Announcement Updates Due

5:30 pm Offsite Single’s Dinner

Wednesday, March 19, 2025
Noon: Newsletter Deadline
11:30 am Lenten Worship 

Noon Lenten Lunch
5:00 pm Adult Bells

5:00 pm Nitty Gritty Church Band Rehearsal
5:30 pm Dinner

6:00 pm Lenten Worship with Communion
Begins

6:30 pm Chancel Choir
6:30 pm High School Youth Group

6:30 pm Confirmation
7:10 pm Youth Bells

Thursday, March 20, 2025
10:00 am Bible Study

11:30 am Faith & Funerals Planning Program

Saturday, March 22, 2025
8:00 am Men’s Bible Study

Sunday, March 23, 2025
9:00 am Sunday Worship with Nitty Gritty

Church Band and Chancel Choir
10:00 am Coffee Hour

10:15 am Sunday School
11:15 am Brats, Burgers, & Bingo 

Tuesday, March 25, 2025
8:00 am Bible Study

9:30 am Women's Bible Study
10:00 am Staff Meeting

Noon: Announcement Updates Due

Wednesday, March 26, 2025
11:30 am Book Club 

11:30 am Lenten Worship 
Noon Lenten Lunch

5:00 pm Nitty Gritty Church Band Rehearsal
5:30 pm Dinner

6:00 pm Lenten Worship Begins
6:30 pm Chancel Choir

6:30 pm High School Youth Group
6:30 pm Confirmation

Thursday, March 27, 2025
10:00 am Bible Study

Sunday, March 30, 2025
9:00 am Sunday Worship with Communion &

Nitty Gritty Church Band
10:00 am Coffee Hour

10:15 am  3rd Grade First Communion Make-up
Class

Sunday, March 2, 2025
9:00 am Sunday Worship with Communion

10:00 am Coffee Hour
10:15am Sunday School

Tuesday, March 4, 2025
8:00 am Bible Study

10:00 am Staff Meeting
Noon: Announcement Updates Due

1:00 pm - 7:00 pm Blood Drive 

Wednesday, March 5, 2025
Ash Wednesday
9:30 am Quilters

11:30 am Ash Wednesday Worship
Noon: Ash Wednesday Lunch 

5:00 pm Nitty Gritty Church Band Rehearsal 
5:30 pm Ash Wednesday Dinner Begins

6:00 pm Ash Wednesday Worship

Thursday, March 6, 2025
10:00 am Bible Study

4:30 pm Missions Team
5:30 pm Financial Review Committee

6:30 pm Ministry Board

Saturday, March 8, 2025
8:00 am Men’s Bible Study

Sunday, March 9, 2025
9:00 am Sunday Worship with Nitty Gritty Church

Band and Chorister Choir
9:00 am Camp Sunday 
10:00 am Coffee Hour

10:00 am Worship Team Meeting
10:15 am 3rd First Communion Class

10:15 am Sunday School

Tuesday, March 11, 2025
8:00 am Bible Study

9:30 am Women's Bible Study
10:00 am Staff Meeting

11:30 am Offsite Women’s Lunch Brunch
Noon: Announcement Updates Due

6:00 pm Christiania Council
7:00 pm Cub Scouts, District Round Table

Wednesday, March 12, 2025
11:30 am Lenten Worship

Noon Lenten Lunch
5:00 pm Adult Bells

5:30 pm Dinner Begins
6:00 pm Lenten Worship Begins

6:30 pm Chancel Choir
6:30 pm Confirmation

6:30 pm High School Youth Group
7:10 pm Youth Bells

Thursday, March 13, 2025
10:00 am Bible Study

Sunday, March 16, 2025
9:00 am Sunday Worship with Communion & Bell Choir

10:00 am Coffee Hour
10:15 am Sunday School



Building Hours 
Monday-Thursday

 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 
Friday 9:00 am - 1:00 pm

Other Contacts 
Sunday School 

Superintendents: 
Jill Spors 

Angie Wubben
Confirmation
Coordinator: 
Kim Robertson

Christiania Staff 

Jon Rhodes
Senior Pastor 
Office: 952-461-1236 
Cell: 612-743-5725
pastorjon@clclakeville.org 

Joy Knoppel
Associate Pastor 
Office: 952-461-1237 
pastorjoy@clclakeville.org 

Dr. Matt Steinbron
Music Minister 
Office: 952-461-1239
worship@clclakeville.org 

 

Christiania Church Council 
President: Brian Buechele 

Vice-President: Bruce Lundeen 
Secretary: Crisa Weerts 
At-Large Members: 

Jon Oney
Vonny Laddusaw

Adam Fausch
Dan Hurrle

Robin Martin
Treasurer: Linda Heine 

Senior Pastor: Jon Rhodes 
Associate Pastor: Joy Knoppel 

Altar Guild Chair: Jane Ward 
Bells Director: Debbie Lundeen  

Christiania Lutheran Church: Let’s Connect
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Coleen Keyser
Office Manager 
Office: 952-461-2283
office@clclakeville.org

Linda Heine
Treasurer 
Treasurer@clclakeville.org 

Alyssa Dale
Communications Manager
Office: 952-461-2283
communications@clclakeville.org

Cliff Martin
Custodian 
Office: 952-461-2283

Ministry Board 

Missions 
Cindy Hildreth
Daron DuLac

Julie Oney 
Beth Minea

Charlie Fausch
Lori Peterson

Pastor Joy Knoppel

Stewardship
Lori Clausen
Eric Weerts

Christian Donovan
Pastor Jon Rhodes

 *Needed 

Worship
Robin Martin 

Tania Gutierrez
Jane Ward 

Joan Eckdahl 
Dr. Matt Steinbron
Pastor Jon Rhodes 

Membership 
Anne Schindeldecker

Jon Oney
*Needed

Congregational Life
Mariann Storlie 

Donna Silverness 
Lucy Hurrle

Dona Jo Braun

Property 
Brad Smith 

Dave Mohling
Jeanne Nash 
Bruce Mohn 

Evangelism 
Tia Burnham

 *Needed

Children, Youth & Family 

Cindy Hildreth 
Lucy Hurrle 

Jane Ward 
Kim Robertson 

Anne Schindeldecker 
Pastor Jon Rhodes 

Jackie DuLac 
 Susie Stiehl 

Kim Robertson 
Pastor Joy Knoppel 

Christiania Leadership 

Denise Kanfield
Audit Committee

 Karin Moore
Eric Weerts

Renee Storlie
*Bill Kanfield 



26691 Pillsbury Ave
Lakeville, MN 55044

952-461-2283

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

March 2025

This newsletter is published monthly as a ministry of Christiania Lutheran Church of Lakeville,Minnesota. Articles are due by the 18th of
each month. Do you have questions, suggestions, or items to include in the next edition? Contact the church office at:

office@clclakeville.org

mailto:office@clclakeville.org

